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Gulf Prairies & Marshes 


THE PIONEER DAYS 


The Texas Gulf Coast Prairies and Marshes region is a nearly level, slowly 
drained plain less than 150 feet in elevation, dissected by streams and rivers 
flowing into the Gulf of Mexico. The region includes barrier islands along the 
coast, salt grass marshes surrounding bays and estuaries, remnant tallgrass 
prairies, oak parklands and oak mottes scattered along the coast, and tall 
woodlands in the river bottomlands. Average annual rainfall varies from 30 
to 50 inches per year distributed fairly uniformly throughout the year. The 
growing season is usually more than 300 days, with high humidity and warm 
temperatures. Soils are acidic sands and sandy loams, with clays occurring 
primarily in the river bottoms. Native vegetation consists of tallgrass prairies 
and live oak woodlands. The region provides important habitat for migratory 
birds and spawning areas for fish and shrimp. Cattle ranching is a traditional 
occupation. 


Texas’ great cattle industry has its beginning as the violent days of the Civil 
War came to an end. Tired and wounded soldiers came back to their land and 
began developing their longhorn herds. The beef processing industry in the 
Eastern U.S. was paying premium prices in the 1870’s for cattle and Texas 
ranchers made plans for supplying that need. 


The cattle along the Gulf Coast area would drift in 
the winters to the salt grass country, an area 
extending about 15 miles inland from the gulf from 
approximately Orange to Brownsville. The salt 
grass, tall and bunchy, stayed green all year. 


For some reason unknown to the cattlemen of that 
time, cattle that fed on the salt grass grew fatter and 
healthier than other cattle.Today, science and 
research have proved that it was the high mineral 
content of the grass that was so beneficial to the 
cattle. Young steers particularly did well on the salt 
grass grazing. 


BLAZING A TRAIL 


Sometimes the cattlemen also sent some cows and calves down the trail. In 
such cases they usually carried extra wagons along to pick up the little calves 
that got tired. If the herd consisted of from 700 to 800 head of cattle, about 
seven men usually rode along, plus the wagon drivers. 


After reaching the salt grass grazing areas, two or three 
men stayed, usually from the first of November 
through February, to ride herd. The cattle were 
branded with each owner’s signature brand and all ran 
together on the salt grass territory. 


When the time came to go home, each ranch’s cowboys 
cut their cattle out from the big herd, helping each 
other as they worked, and then herded the cattle back 
home along established trails. This, of course, was 
during the days of the open range. 


One of these trails started up in the Hempstead area, about 50 miles 
northwest of Houston, and led to the land of the salt grass. Thousands of 
cattle and horses and men and wagons of families went winding their way 
along this route. Many of our great highways today follow the route of the 
cattle drives. The old Salt Grass Trail route is now along part of U.S. 290. 
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1859 map of Hempstead Texas 


Dr. Richard Rodgers Peebles and James W. McDade, founders of Hempstead, 
named for the doctor's brother-in-law, Dr. G. S. B. Hempstead of Portsmouth, 
Ohio, organized the Hempstead Town Company on December 29, 1856, to 
sell lots in the new town at the terminus of the projected Houston and Texas 
Central Railway. The Houston and Texas Central was extended to Hempstead 
on June 29, 1858, and the town became a distribution center between the 
Texas interior and the Gulf Coast. Its importance as a transportation center 
increased with construction of the Washington County Railroad from 
Hempstead to Brenham. 


Hempstead prospered after the Civil War. Availability of transportation 
facilities caused growth of manufacturing and processing industries. 
Merchandising and processing grew rapidly between 1867 and the 1880s. 


Violent settlement of disputes, often fueled by political and social 
disagreements involving the Ku Klux Klan, Radical Republicans, 
Greenbackers, Populists, and prohibitionists brought Hempstead the 
nickname "Six-Shooter Junction" through the early twentieth century. 
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Today, practically all the salt grass country is owned or leased, but many 
cattle are still driven or shipped to this area to receive the healthful minerals 
of the grass. The early Texans who pioneered our great cattle industry, 
despite almost overwhelming hardships, have not been forgotten. 


START OF THE IDEA 


The idea for the revived Salt Grass Trail Ride came in the first week of 
January, 1952, while Houston Post editor Arthur Laro, Clark Nelson, Charles 
Gizendanner, Jr., Reese Lockett, Ralph Johnson, and Archer Romero were 
having lunch together. Reese had been talking about the salt grass rides of 
pioneer days and complaining of bad flying weather on a trip he and Clark 
Nelson had taken to the Orange Bowl game in Florida. They had been 
grounded several days until the weather cleared. 


“Tl never make another trip where I can’t ride home on my horse,” Reese 
said. Ralph Johnson had asked Reese to be the Arena Director of the Rodeo 
again when Clark Nelson said, “You'll have to come down on horseback.” 
Then, as Reese tells it, Charlie Gizendanner said it would be wonderful 
publicity for the Houston Fat Stock Show. 


Early next morning, Reese got a long distance call from Charlie. “The 
newspapers have promised publicity, Pat Flaherty will film the ride for 
television, and Emil Marks will go along with his chuck wagon.” 


(Note) Houston Chronicle reporter Brittanie Shey wrote much of the 
following information on Feb 27, 2023: 


The Salt Grass Trail Ride, Texas’ oldest and longest trail ride covering nearly 
100 miles on horseback over eight days, makes a few concessions to modern 
times but preserves and playfully celebrates Texas’ history of cowboys and 
horses, cowboy hats and stampede strings, and wagons and campfires. It all 
started as a marketing ploy. In the 1930s, Houston wasn't really known as a 
cowboy town. With the Port of Houston and several major rail lines 
converging in the city, it was already growing into a metropolis whose main 
industry was oil, cotton, and the transportation of goods. Though cattle were 
plentiful along the Gulf Coast, there was no major livestock market near the 
city, and cattle had to be shipped to other states to be sold. 


That all changed in 1931, when Port City Stockyards owner James W. 
Sartwelle gathered a group of other Houston businessmen and proposed the 
creation of a cattle market. The Houston Fat Stock Show and Livestock 
Exposition was founded the next year. The name may sound weird, but "fat 
stock" was a common phrase for livestock sales at the time. On the Texas 
Coast, cattle were allowed to roam on the coastal marshes, where the brackish 
grass provided minerals that allowed the cattle to grow and fatten up. The 
term "fat stock" simply refers to livestock that is fat and ready for market. The 
first Houston Fat Stock Show was sort of a bust thanks to both the Depression 
and a lack of publicity. 
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To help with promotion, a Fat Stock booster named Bill Blanton came up with 
the idea to have rodeo employees wear Western costumes, according to Texas 
Monthly's John Nova Lomax. He instructed his ticket sales force to "grow 
beards, wear big hats, boots, and spurs. Let’s put a little touch of the Wild 
West into this thing." That practice later became formalized in Go Texan Day, 
a citywide holiday of sorts established in 1954 by then-rodeo president Archer 
Romero. In the 1930s and '40s, the event expanded beyond just the fat stock 
show, adding a carnival and midway and concert performances. Then, in 
1952, the trail ride began. At the time, a man named Reese Lockett was 
serving as mayor of Brenham, Texas. Lockett was a Brenham native and 
cowboy who, as a young adult, found fame as a trick rider in Hollywood and 
in Wild West shows in Europe. Back in Brenham several decades later, 
Lockett and some friends dreamed up the idea to replicate the cattle drives of 
the pioneer days as a way to promote the Houston Fat Stock Show. His 
cohorts informed the media of their plans, and Lockett and three other riders 
left Brenham with a chuck wagon and set out for Houston. 


Along the way, they picked up a few other riders, and a ton of publicity. "By 
the time they got to Houston cameras were following them," says Buck 
Johnson, a modern-day rider with the Desperados Trail Riding Group. 
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MAKING HISTORY 


Reese Lockett, Pat Flaherty, E.H. Marks, and John Warnasch left Brenham 
on January 30th, with the LH7 chuck wagon, following the pioneer trail to 
Houston. Thirteen other persons joined the group along the way. 
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Cooking out on the trail, Inaugural Salt Grass Trail 
Ride, 1952, between Brenham and Houston 
L to R: John Warnasch, E.H. Marks, Pat Flaherty, 
Reese Lockett Photo: Atha Marks Dimon 


In 1953, 80 people made the ride; in 1954, 800; in 1955, 1300; in 1956, more 
than 1400. The 1959 ride consisted of more than 90 wagons and over 2000 
riders. They included bankers, lawyers, housewives, cattlemen, politicians, 
newspaper reporters, television personalities, oil men, and stock show 
officials—-from 5 years to 83 years of age. 


The Desperado wagon has been on the Salt Grass Trail Ride for more than 30 
years. The Desperados have welcomed distinguished riders including 
Welcome Wilson, chairman of the board of regents for the University of 
Houston, former Houston Chief of Police Harry Caldwell and “The Virginian”, 
James Drury. Gary Smith is driving the buggy with other distinguished 
guests. 


The Desperados have won many awards over the years, including Best 
Appearing Wagon for the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo downtown 
parade in 1981, 1982, 1984, 1988, 1998, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2005 and 2010; 
and Best Show Wagon in 1995, 1997, 2003, and 2008. Desperados won Best 
Wagon on the Salt Grass Trail Ride in 1981, 1984 & 1986, and 2nd Place in 
1985. In 1985, Archie “Pa” Bennett, Sr. was awarded the Oldest Male Rider 
for the Salt Grass Trail. 
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From Houston Chronicle reporter Brittanie Shey, Feb 24, 2023: 


Rodeo season is different for the Desperados trail riders this year. For the 
first time in more than four decades, they are riding without their matriarch, 
Beverly Wilson Smith. The trail-riding posse was founded by Beverly and her 
brothers, Welcome and Jack, in the late 1970s. Beverly, who also became the 
first female wagon boss in the Salt Grass Trail Ride Association, died last 
April of complications from Alzheimer's, just a month after RodeoHouston 
wrapped up. 


But her legacy lives on in the four generations of Wilsons and Bennetts 
(Beverly's surname from her first marriage) and the many family friends who 
ride with the Desperados each year. It also lives on in the powerful women— 
Beverly's daughters, granddaughters, and nieces—who have taken on trail 
ride leadership roles like muleskinner, wrangler, and cookshack manager. 


In keeping with the heritage of the original cattle drivers, all of the wagons in 
the Salt Grass Association have metal wheels—no tires. 


The Desperados got their start when Beverly's brother, Welcome Wilson, a 
Houston real estate developer and University of Houston Board of Regents 
chairman, talked his way onto another group's wagon in the late 1960s. 


"We didn't have our own wagon," says Cindi Wilson Proler, his daughter. 
"Back then there were no rules, and part of the fun was all the different 
characters you'd meet." 


Welcome, who is now in his 90s and no longer rides, was one of those 
characters. "He always slept by the campfire, under a tarp," Proler says. "He 
slept outside for 50 years, even during one of the biggest storms we've ever 
had." Proler says Welcome's tarp was always marked with signs to make sure 
no one trampled him in his sleep. 


Beverly participated in her first trail ride in 1976. Two years later, she and her 
brothers would form the Desperados, which has gone on to become the most 
award-winning rider group in the Salt Grass Association. Beverly continued 
to ride for many years until her illness prevented it. 


This year, members of the Desperados are wearing a red bandanna with 
Beverly's name on it, along with a pin featuring a photo of her. Every 
Desperado also has an embroidered jacket with their name on the front left 
breast, and the Desperados logo—a cowboy wearing a red bandanna—on the 
back.As the Desperados ride into Houston this weekend, Beverly will be there 
in spirit, if not in person. Her horse, Navajo, will be walking in the parade 
without a rider. 
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2023 Salt Grass Trail Route 
February 17-18 Wittenberg Pasture, Cat Spring, TX 
February 19 Austin County Fair Association, Bellville, TX 
February 20 Waller County Fair Grounds, Hempstead, TX 
February 21 Miller Farms Pasture 
February 22 Katy Texas Park 
February 23 Harris County Fairgrounds 
February 24 Memorial Park 
February 25 Parade Day — Downtown Houston 


Cat Spring was founded by 
immigrants from Oldenburg 
and Westphalia that was led by 
Ludwig Anton Siegmund von 
Roeder and Robert J. Kleberg 
in 1834, attracted to the area 
and the state by letters sent 
from Friedrich Ernst after he 
bought a plot of land in the Mill 
Creek Valley in 1831 and 


named for a nearby spring near) jig 60 miles > 
the San Bernard River where a 
puma (cat) was killed by one of 
the German immigrants. 


to Houston 


Bellville. The Austin County Fair 
ey) Convention & Expo Center, 
, 4 including the expansive 
fairgrounds are located on the 
‘J 
edge of Bellville with plenty of 
~ jopen space and beautiful trees 
}with the historic Bellville 
Turnverein at it’s core. The annual 
_}Salt Grass Trail Riders in 
_ | February are a welcome venue. 
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Hempstead. The 2023 Salt 
Grass Trail had around 1,000 
riders and 20 wagons. The 
> Waller County Fairgrounds 

LN 
a beds them down every year. 


Brookshire. Miller Farms 
Pasture. Tuesday, February 21, 
2023 Route: Brumlow Road, 
Betka Road, Cochran Road, 
Brens Monaville Hall Icehouse, 
Ray Wright Road, Bonner 
Road, FM 529, Overnight 
camp: Miller Farms Pasture. 


Address: 34719 Farm to Market} 
Rd 529, Brookshire, TX 77423. © 


;) Katy. Wednesday, February 
B22, 2023: Leaving Miller Farms 
me Pasture, Morrison Road, FM 
ee, 2855, Beckendorff Road, Lunch 
stop, Pitts Road, Morton Road, 
Katy Park. Distance: 15.6 miles, 
Overnight camp: Katy Park. 
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Cypress TX. Thursday, February 23, 
2023: Morten Road, Mason Road, 
Franz Road, Saums Road, Lunch at 
Cullen Park, Barker Cypress Road, 
Groeschke Road, Hwy 6, Patterson 
Road, Overnight Camp atHarris County 
Fairgrounds. Daily Distance: 12 miles. 


Memorial Park Houston. 
Friday, February 24, 2023: 
Leave Harris County 
Fairgrounds, Bear Creek Drive, 
Clay Road, Shadowdale Dr, 
Centrepark Dr., Gessner Rd., 
Kemp Forest Drive, Rosenfield 
Drive, Lunch stop on Rosenfield 
Drive, Kempwood Drive, Todd 
Road, Antoine Drive, I-10 
Frontage Road, North Post Oak 
Drive, Memorial Drive, 
Memorial Park. Daily Distance: 


HOUSTON LIVESTOCK SHOW AND RODEO™ 


AT MEMORIAL PARK 
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AN EXPANDING DREAM 


This annual ride has now developed into the largest organized horseback 
movement to take place in modern times. The ride is timed each year to 
publicize the opening of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo and the 
great livestock industry it represents today. Since the beginning of this ride, 
many other cities in Texas, and even as far away as Spain, have started 
similar trail rides. 


The Salt Grass Trail Ride of today boasts 20-30 wagons and more than 1,500 
riders on horseback. The riders, stretched out single file for the distance of a 
mile or so, always present a colorful picture as they go down the trail. Large 
crowds are always waiting at each town the ride passes through. By the 
evening campfires, the riders feel a close kinship to the pioneer Texan who 
fought to protect his longhorns on the open range before going to market. 
The Salt Grass Trail Ride has become the connecting link between the early 
days of the longhorn era and today’s giant cattle industry. The early Texans 
who pioneered our great cattle industry, despite almost overwhelming 
hardships, have not been forgotten. They live on while riding along the Salt 
Grass Trail. 
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2023 Trails: 


Northeastern Trail Ride begins on Feb. 18, 2023, in Cheek, Texas, and is 
led by Trail Boss Anthony Bruno. The trail ride was established in 1982 and 
covers 111 miles. It includes 55 riders and 19 wagons. 


Prairie View Trail Ride begins on Feb. 19, 2023, in Hempstead, Texas, 
and is led by Trail Boss Myrtis Dightman Jr. The trail ride was established in 
1957 and covers 78 miles. It includes 300 riders and 9 wagons. 


Salt Grass Trail Ride begins on Feb. 19, 2023, in Cat Spring, Texas, and is 
led by Trail Boss Philip Fairchild. The trail ride was established in 1952 and 
covers 105 miles. It includes around 1,000 riders and 20 + wagons. 


Sam Houston Trail Ride begins on Feb. 20, 2023, in Montgomery, Texas, 
and is led by Trail Boss David Supak. The trail ride was established in 1955 
and covers 100 miles. It includes 100 riders and 10 wagons. 


Southwest Trail Ride begins on Feb. 18, 2023, in Rosenberg, Texas, and is 
led by Trail Boss Alex Prince. The trail ride was established in 1993 and 
covers 120 miles. It includes 294 riders and 7 wagons. 


Southwestern Trail Ride begins on Feb. 17, 2023, in West Columbia, 
Texas, and is led by Trail Boss Rosetta Gray. The trail ride was established in 
1973 and covers 100 miles. It includes 250 riders and 11 wagons. 


Texas Cattlemen's Trail Ride begins on Feb. 20, 2023, in Magnolia, 
Texas, and is led by Trail Boss Cliff Willson. The trail ride was established in 
1985 and covers 60 miles. It includes 35 riders and 3 wagons. 


Texas Independence Trail Ride begins on Feb. 18, 2023, in La Marque, 
Texas, and is led by Trail Boss Edward Valles. The trail ride was established in 
1961 and covers 75 miles. It includes 50-100 riders and 14 wagons. 


Spanish Trail Ride begins on Feb. 18, 2023, in Shepherd, Texas, and is led 
by Trail Boss Larry Cantrell. The trail ride was established in 1961 and covers 
109 miles. It includes 125 riders and 9 wagons. 


Valley Lodge Trail Ride begins on Feb. 18, 2023, in Brookshire, Texas, 
and is led by Trail Boss Michael Murphey Jr. The trail ride was established in 
1959 and covers 75 miles. It includes 74 riders and 4 wagons. 
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2023 Salt Grass Trail Riders Executive Committee Members 


Philip Fairchild, Trail Boss 


The Trail Boss presides at all 
meetings of the Association, 
Executive Committee and 
Board of Directors. The Trail 
Boss is the executive officer 
and a member of all 
committees. The Trail Boss 
must attend all Rodeo 
meetings, meet with City 
Officials, and attend functions 
in all of the towns with which 
the Salt Grass Trail is 
associated. Philip has over 40 
years on the Salt Grass Trail 
Ride. 


Shane Linnell. The Assistant Trail 
Boss assumes all the duties of the Trail 
Boss in the event that the Trail Boss is 
‘absent or unable to perform his duties. 
Shane Linnell has ridden on the Salt 
Grass Trail Ride since 1998. The brisk 
morning rides back after the morning 
rig move is his favorite part of the 
week. He has served as the Vice 
Chairman of Wagons and Teams for 
ithe Grand Entry Committee from 2013 
‘thru 2015. Shane’s wife Fran can be 
found at his side through it all. 
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Sally Hakemack, Scribe. Sallyhasbeena === : = =| 
member of the Salt Grass Trail Ride since 
1976, when she signed up with Wagon 17, 
“Brazos River Riders”, while still attending 
high school. She rode weekends and in the 
parade while in college, and has made the full 
ride every year since 1981. The Hakemack 
family: Sally's husband, Tom, their son, 
Travis, daughter, Anna, and grandchildren 
Adam, Austin, Ace, Tate, and Avery are all 
members of the Salt Grass Association. 
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ee gees Richard “Richie” Horn has ridden 
the Salt Grass Trail Ride since 2003 
when he joined the Double M Riders 
(SGT Wagon 20) with his brother JJ. 
Richie held the position of Scout and 
Scout Sergeant for six years, and his 
\wife Kat and daughter Reagan now 
)make the ride with him. Richie and Kat 
Jown and operate a trucking company, 

| HK Transport, out of Waller. 


Laurie Tarver, treasurer. The 
Treasurer will have custody of all 
monies and financial record of the 
Association. Laurie began riding the 
Salt Grass Trail Ride in 2008 and is a 
member of Wagon 18. Laurie is a 
graduate of Baylor University and is a 
licensed CPA. She is on the Board of 
Directors for Houston Livestock Show 
& Rodeo. Laurie currently is employed | 
at Jacintoport International, LLC. 


Jeremiah J.”JJ” Horn. The Livestock 
Boss has the duty of overseeing the 

| well-being of all the horses and mules 
‘on the entire trail ride. Jeremiah has 
made the Salt Grass Trail Ride since 
2002. He has served as Scout and held 
the positions of Sargent and 
Lieutenant, and in 2017 his horse 
\“Tick” won Best Trail Horse. JJ and his 
| wife Misty (Morgan) Horn have three 
}sons: Colton, Wyatt, and Jacob—all 
accomplished young horsemen, and 
Tenibers of the Salt Grass Trail and Double M riders (SGT Wagon 20). JJ 
owns Double J Welding, a contract pipeline welding service. 
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Ronnie Havemann, Campsite Boss. 
The Campsite Boss has the responsibility 
of setting up all of the campgrounds. 
This has to be one of the most 
demanding jobs of all. He has to plan the 
arrangement of 400 to 500 (plus) 
vehicles, most with trailers and a 1/3 of 
them motor homes, in a small amount of 
acreage. Also, he must maintain an 
information station on a 24 hour basis. 
Ronnie first rode the Salt Grass Trail as a 
camp cook in 1986 for the Rounders, 
Wagon 21. 


Mark Temple, Route Boss. The Route 
Boss checks all roads and gets 
permission to use them from the local 
commissions. Mark is retired from the 
Department of Criminal Justice, as a 
Field Lieutenant. He has ridden with 
the Salt Grass Trail Ride since 1997. 

He currently rides with Wagon 18. 
Mark has also been a Scout. Mark’s 
wife, Michelle, and children, James and 
Carrie, along with his grandchildren 
accompany him often on Salt Grass. 


Conni Meyer, Chairman, Public 
Relations & Special Events. It is the 
responsibility of the Public Relations 
Committee to promote and publicize 
the best interests of the Association. 
This is her 17" year. In 1983 Conni 
began and continues riding the Salt 
Grass ride with Wagon 21, “Rounders.” 
She has countless hours as the 
Rounders’ Secretary, Treasurer and 
advisor over the past 30 plus years, and 
is integral in that club’s preparation for 
the Salt Grass Trail Ride each year. 
Conni also rides with the Catalena Cowgirls, presenting the colors and 
pageantry at numerous PRCA & CPRA Rodeo and special events each year. 
Her son, Ryder, 23, is on the Salt Grass Trail each year where they learn 
horsemanship skills and enjoy the camaraderie of family and friends. 
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y ! Walt Jahnke, Information Officer. 

DD Walt has been with the Salt Grass Trail 
» Ride since 1988, and has served as 
Campsite Scout since he joined the trail 
ride. Walt’s wife, Myrna, also rides the 
/ Salt Grass Trail and helps out with the 
campsites. Walt is a life member and 
‘fa | lifetime committeeman of the Houston 

«&-: Livestock Show & Rodeo and Vice 
. my) President of the Houston Farm and 


« Site crew Robert Ater, Ronnie 
“9 Havemann, John Green and Allan 
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Mitch Morgan; Executive Committee. 
Mitch Morgan has been a member of the 
Salt Grass Trail Association since 1972. 
He rides with Wagon 20, “Double M 
Trailriders,” along with his parents, 
Charlie and Alice Morgan, sister, Toni, 
and his daughters, son, and 
grandchildren, making it a 5th 
generation wagon. Mitch began serving 
on the Executive Board in 2009 as 
Wagon Boss while continuing his 
position as Chief of Scouts. 


s| Milton Beckendorff; Executive 
ya Committee. Milton’s father, Gene 
ee we Beckendorff, joined the Salt Grass Trail 
4a a) in the mid-1950s and served as Trail 
Nes et ae Boss from 1979 to 1981. The family has 
SS dup been a part of the ride ever since. 
29 Milton held the position of Wagon Boss 
ee for “Austin County,” Wagon 9 from 
1998 to 2005, when his son Jimmy 
assumed the role. Milton has held the 
offices of Assistant Trail Boss from 
= 2006-2008, and double duty as 
Treasurer 2003 to 2008. Milton’s wife, Chris, his sons, Jimmy and Brad, 
along with their wives also ride with the Austin County Wagon. Milton’s son, 
Travis and his family assist with moving the campsite each day along the ride. 


a “anak 
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Leonard “Poncho” Dismukes; 
Executive Committee. Poncho was the 
second Trail Boss 2006-2008 elected 
from Brenham to lead the Salt Grass 
Trail into Houston. He follows in the 
steps of Reese Lockett from the original 
1952 ride beginning in Brenham to 
promote the Houston Fat Stock Show 
and Rodeo. Poncho has been a member 
of the Salt Grass Trail Ride since 1979 
with many contributions to the ride 
over the years. 


Don C. Hildebrandt, Executive Committee. 
Don joined the Salt Grass Trail Ride in 1964 
with his uncle “Pistol.” He has served as 
Wagon Boss, Utility Boss, and Assistant Trail 
Boss before being elected Trail Boss for the 
years 1994-96. The Hildebrandt family — 
Don’s wife, Lanette, their daughter, 
Amanda, and grandson, Kaden, enjoy 
making the ride each year. Don is a Life 

_ Member of the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo. 


Bill Henry; Executive Committee. Bill 
has held the positions of Utility Boss, 
Assistant Trail Boss, and Trail Boss 
during his many years on the Salt Grass 
ride. He is a member of Wagon 21, 
“Rounders,” and is a Life Member of 
the Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo™. Bill currently resides in 
Florida with his wife, Georgia, but 
returns to Texas each year for the Salt 
Grass. 
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H. Dan Johnston; Chairman of the 
Executive Committee. Dan is serving 
his third year as Trail Boss. Since 
finishing law school in 1989, Dan has 
ridden the Salt Grass Trail Ride with 
Wagon 7, “The Magnificent Seven”. 
Dan’s family has been a part of the Salt 
Grass Trail Ride tradition for decades, 
including his father, Hale Johnston, 
(1950’s), brother, Mike, (1980’s) and 
sister, Caroline, (1990’s). Dan’s wife, 
Tammy, son, Carson, and daughter, 
Jamie, are also Wagon 7 members and 
active participants in assisting the 
Wagon 7 family to hit the annual trail. 


Danny Estocado, Hawaiian Paniolo (cowboy) 
entertained the Salt Grass Trail Riders in 2011. 


2023 SCOUTS: 


LIEUTENANTS 
Vincent Montalbano — Wagon 7 


Wesley Martin — Wagon 17 
Tom Hakemack — Wagon 17 
Joe Landry — Wagon 23 


SERGEANTS 
Joe Diez — Wagon 14 
Dusty Rhodes- Wagon 20 
Shondra Welsh — Wagon 18 
Terry Shupak — Wagon 19 


SCOUTS 
Delayna Jones, Scout Wagon 7 
Roger Spinks, Scout Wagon 13 
Ronnie Thrasher, Wagon 14 
Rusty Sillivan, Scout Wagon 14 
James Temple, Scout Wagon 15 
Mark Temple, Scout Wagon 15 
Colton Horn, Scout Wagon 17 
JJ Horn, Scout Wagon 17 
Richie Horn, Scout Wagon 17 
Don Nelson, Scout Wagon 18 
Joe Bergstrom, Scout Wagon 18 
Ryder Gage — Wagon 18 


LIFETIME LIEUTENANTS 
John Parmley, Wagon 8 
William Money, Wagon 13 
Tom Hakemack Wagon 14 
Bart Havard Wagon 15 
Charlie Morgan Wagon 17 
Mitch Morgan Wagon 20 
Joe Landry Wagon 19 
J.D. Bird, Wagon 19 


GOODWILL AMBASSADOR 
Charlie Morgan 
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A Poem by Bill Holmes 


There’s a big ride comin’ up; 
Second month of each year 
It’s full of tradition; 
And we hold it so dear. 


“The Grand-daddy of ’em all” 
We proudly proclaim, 
“The Salt Grass Trail” 

Is the Big ride’s name. 


When the “Salt Grass” started 
Back in 1952, 
There was only one wagon 
And the riders were few. 


Now the ride’s got so big, 
You might call it “gigantic”, 
That puttin’ it on, 
Sometimes gets frantic. 


The ride’s overseers; 
All volunteers, 
Deserve lots of thanks, 
Hoorays and Cheers!!! 


The “Salt Grass” has a purpose, 
As all trail riders know, 
To lead the parade, 
For the big rodeo. 


The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 


Is the biggest and best 
Promotion of Agriculture 
And of the old “Wild West” 


Come ride with us once, 
And this much I know 
When next year rolls around, 
Salt Grass Ridin’ you'll go. 
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About the Author 


Larry W Jones is a songwriter, having penned over 7,700 song 
lyrics. Published in 22 volumes of island themed, country, cowboy, 
western and bluegrass songs. The entire assemblage is the world’s 
largest collection of lyrics written by an individual songwriter. 


As a wrangler on the “Great American Horse Drive”, at age 68, he 
assisted in driving 800 half-wild horses 62 miles in two days, from 
Winter pasture grounds in far NW Colorado to the Big Gulch 
Ranch outside of Craig Colorado. 


His book, “The Oldest Greenhorn”, chronicles the adventures and 
perils in earning the “Gate-to-Gate” trophy belt buckle the hard 
way. 
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2. The Painting Of A Dream 

3. The Boy With Green Thumbs and The Wild Tree Man 
4. Red Cloud — Chief Of the Sioux 

5. Spotted Tail — The Orphan Negotiator 

6. Little Crow — The Fur Trapper’s Patron 

7. Chief Gall — The Strategist 

8. Crazy Horse — The Vision Quest Warrior 

g. Sitting Bull - The Powder River Power 

10. Rain-In-The-Face — The Setting Sun Brave 
11. Two Strike — The Lakota Club Fighter 

12. Chief American Horse — The Oglala Councilor 
13. Chief Dull Knife — The Sharp-Witted Cheyenne 
14. Chief Joseph — Retreat From Grande Ronde 
15. The Oregon Trail Orphans 

16. Kids In Bloom Volume 1 

17. Kids In Bloom Volume 2 

18. Kids Animal Pals Volume 1 

19. Kids Animal Pals Volume 2 

20. Bird Kids Volume 1 

21. Bird Kids Volume 2 

22. Garden Kids Volume 1 

23. Garden Kids Volume 2 

24. Folklore Of Jackson Hole 

25. Henny Penny Meets Chicken Little 

26. Delightful Stories For Children 

27. The 1825 Voyage Of HMS Blonde 

28. Illustrated Stories For Young Children 

29. Sea Sagas — Perilous Voyages 

30. Songbirds And Their Stories 

31. The Jungle Book — Mowsgli’s Brothers 

32. The Jungle Book — Kaa’s Hunting 

33. The Jungle Book — Tiger! Tiger! 

34. The Jungle Book — The White Seal 

35. The Jungle Book — Rikki-Tikki-Tavi 

36. The Jungle Book — Toomai of the Elephants 
37. The Jungle Book — Her Majesty’s Servants 
38. The Oldest Greenhorn — Second Edition 

39. Life On The Mississippi 

40. Songs Of The Seas 

41. Treasure Island 

42. The Wind In The Willows 


Other books published by Larry W Jones: 


43. Alice In Wonderland 

44. Peter Rabbit 

45. The Secret Garden 

46. Heidi 

47. Cynthia Ann Parker — Comanche Bride 
48. Black Beauty 

49. The Call Of the Wild 

50. Uncle Remus and Brer Rabbit 

51. Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea 
52. The Goodnight-Loving Trail — A Chuckwagon Saga 
53. Ode To Toulee — From Gosling To Goose 
54. China Clipper — Floatplanes Of Pan Am 
55. Images Of Old England 

56. Range Of A Cowboy 

57. Clipper Ships — Emigrants Passage 

58. Clipper Ships — Wool and Wealth 

59. Clipper Ships — Iron Maidens 

60. Clipper Ships — The Kiwi Connection 

61. Chief War Eagle — Peacemaker Of The Sioux 
62. Ohiyesa — From Sioux To Surgeon 

63. Indian Ways Of Yore — Fables And Fact 
64. Heritage Of An Indian Boy 

65. Daniel Boone On the Cumberland Trail 
66. Davy Crockett Of the Wild Frontier 

67. Jim Bowie — Life Legacy Legend 

68. Sam Houston — Tennessee To Texas 

69. Shackleton — Polar Quest 

70. Death Valley Days — The Manly Trail 

71. Pocahontas — Powhatan Princess 

72. Tecumseh — The Roaming Cherokee 

73. Hunga Tonga — The Volcano! 

74. Otaheite 1769 — Log Of Captain Cook 

75. How Texas Got Its Shape 

76. First Nations — Eskimo 

77. Pontiac and the Ottawa Wars 

78. Last Of The Wampanoag 

79. Osceola And The Seminole Sorrow 

80. Squanto — The Patuxet Pilgrim 

81. Wreck Of the Charles Eaton 

82. Courthouses Of Texas 

83. Mother Goose Rhymes — The Complete Collection 
84. English Gardens — The Estates 
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Other books published by Larry W Jones: 


85. Log Of Captain Bligh — Mutiny and Survival 
86. Four Voyages Of Christopher Columbus 

87. Expedition Of Cabeza de Vaca 

88. Expedition Of Hernando de Soto 

89. Expedition Of Coronado 

90. Billy the Grizzly 

91. Kidnapped — The Inheritance 

92. Animal Friends Of the Timberlands 

93. Chief Red Jacket — The Orator 

94. Chief Black Hawk — Sauk Clan Leader 

95. The Pied Piper Of Hamelin 

96. How Polynesia Became French 

97. Texas Poisonous Snakes 

98. Rocky Mountain Jim From Muggins Gulch 
99. Buffalo Bill When The West Was Wild 

100. Buffalo Jones — Saving the Yellowstone Bison 
101. Calamity Jane — Woman Of the Western Plains 
102. How To Tie Knots 

103. Chief Manuelito - NAVAJO 

104. Annie Oakley — Rimfire Cowgirl 

105. Philippine History — From Magellan To Mindanao 
106. Expedition Of Sieur de LaSalle 

107. Comanche Moon Of Blanco Canyon 

108. Rip Van Winkle — The Sleepy Dutchman 
109. Michelangelo — Renaissance Man 

110. Baldwin - King Of Locomotives 

111. Winnie-The-Pooh and Friends He Knew 
112. The Blue Lagoon Saga 

113. Molly Finney - Capture Slavery Freedom 
114. John Jacob Astor - Business Master 

115. Mask Of The Lone Ranger 

116. History Of Windsor Castle 

117. The Port Royal 1692 Disaster 


All his publications are available on Lulu.com 


